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AMENDMENTS TO THE ABSTRACT 

Please replace the Abstract with the following amended paragraph: 




ABSTRACT 



The present invention provides a system and method for providing certified voice and/or 
multimedia mail messages in a broadband signed communication system which uses packetized 
digital information. Cryptography is used to authenticate th e sav e d a message that has been 
compiled from streaming voice or multimedia packets, using-a A certificate of the originators 
originator's identity and electronic signature authenticates the message . A broadband 
communication system user may be provisioned for certified voice and/or multimedia mail by 
registering with a certified mail service provider and thereby receiving certification. The 
r e gistration proc e ss may includ e th e system us e r's custom e r premises e quipm e nt providing a 
cryptographic public k e y to th e s e rvic e provid e r. In respons e , th e servic e provid e r issu es a digital 
c e rtificat e c e rtifying authenticity of the system us e r's id e ntity and public k e y. Onc e the 
broadband communication syst e m us e r has r e gist e r e d with a servic e provid e r for c e rtifi e d voic e 
and/or multim e dia mail and r e c e iv e d th e certificat e , th e y may off e r certifi e d voic e and 
multim e dia mail to a calling party. Wh e n a call e r communicates with a syst e m us e r that is 
r e gist e r e d for c e rtified mail, by for e xampl e making a t e l e phon e or multim e dia call, h e may be 
giv e n th e option of leaving a c e rtifi e d voic e mail or c e rtifi e d multim e dia mail. Th e call e r and th e 
call e d syst e m us e r's custom e r pr e mises e quipm e nt may k e ep track of th e information pack e ts 
us e d in th e call. The called system user's CPE may th e n electronically signs the bits in the 
received communication packets and returns the message with an electronic signature of the 
called system user to the calling party, along with the system user's certificate obtained from the 
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service provider / certifying authority during registration. The electronic signature is a 
cryptographic key of the called party. Th e calling party may th e n us e its copy of th e m e ssag e , a 
copy of th e messag e including th e e l e ctronic signatur e rec e iv e d from th e call e d party, and th e 
(^j* certificat e , to undeniably prov e to anyone in poss e ssion of th e servic e provid e r's public key, that 

h e l e ft th e voice or multim e dia mail m e ssag e for th e call e d party. Furth e r, the call e r may prov e 
that the call happ e n e d and that the messag e l e ft was what h e claims it to b e by submitting this 
information to a judging authority. 



3 



